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Objective: To characterize smok-
ing beliefs among Thai and Malay-
sian youth and to examine associa-
tions with gender, antismoking
media exposure, and smoking sta-
tus. Methods: Nationally represen-
tative samples of youth completed
self-administered questionnaires.
Results: A substantial proportion
of youth reported positive beliefs
about smoking. Those reporting
positive beliefs were more likely to
be susceptible to smoking. Youth

who noticed antismoking media
were less likely to report positive
beliefs about smoking. Conclusions:
As in Western countries, beliefs
about smoking held by youth in
Southeast Asia are associated with
smoking status. Antismoking me-
dia may be an important means of
targeting beliefs about smoking
among youth.
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