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Objectives: To better understand
what factors influence the re-
ceipt of eye care so that screen-
ing and education programs can
be designed to promote early de-
tection and treatment. Methods:
Twenty focus groups were con-
ducted. Analyses entailed debrief-
ing sessions, coding, and inter-
preting transcribed data. Results:
Attitudes about eyesight and eye
exams influence the receipt of pre-
ventive eye care. Limited knowl-
edge about certain eye diseases
and conditions was reported. Par-

ticipants stated that their primary
care providers did not communi-
cate information with them about
eyesight nor did they conduct ba-
sic eye screenings. Conclusions:
Improving provider-patient inter-
actions and developing public
health messages about eye dis-
eases and preventive eye care can
facilitate increased use of appro-
priate eye care services.
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