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Middle School Students’ Perceived Access
to Cigarettes in Virginia
Ilene S. Speizer, PhD; Melanie K. Bean, PhD; C. Patricia Obando, PhD;
Elizabeth Fries, PhD

Objective: To examine correlates
of perceived access to cigarettes
at home, school, and the store
among youth. Methods: Virginia
middle school youth were sur-
veyed before beginning tobacco
prevention programs. Multivari-
ate analyses examined household
smoking, peer smoking, and per-
ceived community tobacco use
for their relationship to perceived
access at home, school, and the
store. Results:  Perceived access
at home was associated with par-

ent, sibling, and friend smoking.
Perceived access at school and
stores was associated with per-
ceived peer and community smok-
ing.  Conclusions: Youth tobacco
prevention programs should tar-
get the commercial and social
sources of tobacco access to re-
duce experimentation, adoption,
and addiction among youth.
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