
Am J Health Behav.™™™™™ 2010;34(2):177-185 177

Use of Program Evaluation in Community
Youth Tobacco Cessation Programs
Linda Houser-Marko, PhD;  Amy Sporer, MS; Sherry L. Emery, PhD;
Lisa Hund, MPH; Jungwha Lee, MS; Susan J. Curry, PhD

Objective: To examine the inclu-
sion of program evaluation compo-
nents in a national sample of youth
tobacco cessation programs. Meth-
ods: Program administrators were
interviewed to ascertain program
characteristics associated with the
inclusion of program evaluation
components. Results: Two thirds
of all surveyed programs (n=591)
had an evaluation component; most
included attendance, user satis-
faction, and quitting measures. Pro-
grams with an evaluation compo-

nent were significantly more likely
to report annual funding greater
than the median and to conduct a
follow-up with participants. Con-
clusion: Program characteristics
and associated evaluation compo-
nents are summarized, and recom-
mendations are given for a minimal
level of program evaluation plan-
ning.
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