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Objective: To examine time
trends in amount of media cover-
age on tobacco cessation versus
weight loss and test whether the
2 topics compete for limited me-
dia attention. Methods: Monthly
print and broadcast media cover-
age from 1995 to 2003 was esti-
mated. Results: Tobacco and
weight coverage were
uncorrelated. Tobacco coverage
peaked in 1997-98, whereas cov-
erage of weight increased linearly

between 1995 and 2003. Conclu-
sion: Tobacco and weight topics
do not appear to compete for me-
dia coverage. Interest in weight
topics is rising, consistent with
its growing public health impor-
tance. Coverage of tobacco is de-
clining, suggesting a need to keep
tobacco and cessation in the pub-
lic eye.
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