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Objective: To examine associa-
tions between social influences
and smoking-related attitudes and
age of cigarette use initiation
among college students. Methods:
Responses from 3 campus sur-
veys (2 random, 1 convenience)
were analyzed. The surveys were
modeled from existing state or
national tobacco surveys and
other psychometrically valid sur-
veys. Results: Social and attitudi-
nal variables were associated with
college-age initiation or college-

age increases in smoking. Conclu-
sion: This research has implica-
tions for tobacco control efforts
aimed at reducing or preventing
tobacco use on college campuses,
such as restricting availability of
tobacco products on campus and
preventing smoking in all campus
buildings including residence
halls.

Key words: smoking, age of ini-
tiation, tobacco control, college
populations

Am J Health Behav. 2005;29(4):311-323

Am J Health Behav.™ 2005;29(4):311-323

311



